Woman C.P.A.
Volume 7

Issue 2

Article 4

2-1945

Women's Place in the Post-War World
Daphne Robert

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/wcpa
Part of the Accounting Commons, and the Women's Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
Robert, Daphne (1945) "Women's Place in the Post-War World," Woman C.P.A.: Vol. 7 : Iss. 2 , Article 4.
Available at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/wcpa/vol7/iss2/4

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Archival Digital Accounting Collection at eGrove. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Woman C.P.A. by an authorized editor of eGrove. For more information, please
contact egrove@olemiss.edu.

above and prior to the release of I.T. 3693.
In addition to the restriction that net gains
from sales of oil interests may be subjected
to a maximum tax of 25% through applica
tion of the capital gain and loss provisions
of the law, there is still another specific lim
itation provided by Section 105 of the In
ternal Revenue Code. This Section provides
that the surtax upon the sale of any oil
or gas property may not exceed 30% of the
selling price of such property where the
principal value of the property is due to
discovery or exploration work done by the
taxpayer. This limitation will be without
value to the average investor as it has
been held that the lessor cannot claim the
benefit of the limitation where the discov
ery which determines the value of the prop
erty was made by the lessee. (I.T. 1568,
C.B. II-l, p. 115; Anna Taylor, 3 B.T.A.
1201).
In summary, these conclusions may be
reached:
(1) For the lease operator and all other
interest owners who may be con
sidered to be in the oil and gas busi
ness, with the exception of dealers in
leases and the possible exception of
the land owner, leaseholds are for

Federal tax purposes excluded from
the term “capital assets.” Gains Or
losses arising from sales, exchanges,
abandonments, etc., of those interests
held for less than six months will be
fully taxable or fully deductible, as
the case may be. For those interests
which are held more than six months,
gains would be reportable only to the
extent of 50% with a maximum tax
of 25% on the entire gain, and losses
would be fully deductible. For de
velopers a maximum surtax of 30% of
the sales price will attach, the smallest
tax resulting from the three alterna
tive computations being due.
(2) Holdings of casual investors and possi
bly the retained royalty of the land
owner apparently will be treated as
capital assets, and gains or losses aris
ing from the sale or exchange thereof
would be subject to the capital gain
and loss provisions of the law. Aban
donments would be fully deductible
as an ordinary loss.
(3) Transactions of dealers in leases
would obviously result in ordinary
income or loss.

Women's Place in the Post-War World
By DAPHNE ROBERT

Editor’s Note: This article is a condensa
tion of a talk given to the Atlanta Chapter
of ASWA by Miss Daphne Robert, past Presi
dent of the National Association of Women
Lawyers.
American women have met the challenge
of war. Will they meet the challenge of
peace?
Women do go to war! We are not think
ing of the WAC or the WAVES, or even the
nurses who go to the fighting zones, or the
other women’s groups of the warring na
tions, many of whom are doing valiant serv
ice and are ready to do more. Yes, the
women also go to war—mothers, wives,
sisters and sweethearts. And the battles they
fight require no less of courage than is de
manded of the men on the battle lines.
American women are rapidly becoming
the most important new factor in our war
effort. Women who have never worked
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before find that their natural gift for using
their hands is standing them in good stead.
A woman down on her knees cutting a sheet
of steel with a burner’s torch uses the same
keen eyes required to stitch on a hem on a
sewing machine. Ironing out the seams of
a life belt uses the same abilities as ironing
the family laundry. The woman who used
to drive the kids to school is running tractors
carrying materials in the biggest plants.
But—where do we go from here? Do we,
as in the last World War, step aside when
our men come home and resume econom
ically and industrially where we left off?
No, because nothing is permanent but
change.
To be sure, the first World War did mark
a distinct promotion in pur social, economic
and industrial status. Also, due in no small
measure to a capitalistic system which has
enabled women to inherit vast fortunes, much

wealth is now concentrated in women’s
hands. Also, as householders and mothers,
woman buying-power is colossal. Women
hold strategic purse strings.
Since World War I, the American woman
has tasted the sweet freedom of economic
independence; she has gone to college in
droves; she votes. But the commotion is
still out of all proportion to the promotion.
Factually, the power of women today in this
country in government, in industry, in finance,
in those departments of activity which form
the pillars of society, is disproportionately
small. When we speak of power, we mean
the power that goes with active and con
structive participation in creating the world
in which we live. Let’s face the fact.
Women are as yet only feebly represented in
the functional department of American gov
ernment and industry. Our much vaunted
strength is largely wordage.
Unfortunately, it must be said that women
have not lived up to the high hopes that
were held for them when they were granted
the right to vote. They have not reformed
politics with their gentle presence—though
because of them politicians today have better
manners than they once had. Women have
never fully exercised their franchise nor in
formed themselves on current issues. Too
often even those who have gone to the trou
ble to become informed citizens have con
fined themselves to complaining privately to
one another than the men were making an
awful mess of things. But, with notable
exceptions, the great masses of American
women did nothing constructive to untangle
the mess before it was too late.
The last war convinced women that they
had the right to vote, and there is some
reason to hope that this war will move them
to exercise that right and the other rights
of citizenship with the wisdom, the energy,
arid the sometimes very annoying (to men)
tenacity that is peculiar to them.
Let us try to project the picture into the
post-war era. Just as General Marshall and
the Allied Chiefs of Staff here, General
Eisenhower in his theater and General MacArthur in his, must plan every move, so
we on the home front must be vigilant in
preparing to meet and solve the problems
which are certain to follow victory.
And let no group among us discount the
gravity of those problems. Some day-—and

we hope not too far away—we must switch
from the greatest national output and the
highest national income of all time. The
major problems will be to determine how
best to maintain a relatively high rate of
production and national income. Of course,
we cannot hope to keep production at its
wartime level, for many purely military pro
duction lines must be greatly reduced. But
if employment is to be provided for those
now engaged, national output cannot drop
back to where it was, say, in 1940. It is in
the best interest of everybody to keep out
put and earnings at as high a rate as prac
ticable.
The women of the United States have
everything at stake in our post-war world—
their future, the future of their children,
the future of their country. As an even
better organized and informed phalanx of
public opinion, they will be heard and they
will have their way if theirs is the right,
the unselfish, the progressive way.
We women must renounce for all time
the tradition that it is unseemly for a woman
to mix in politics or world affairs, just as
we have broken the traditions that women’s
place can never be in factory or office. The
women of Europe accepted that outworn
tradition too long, and that is why many of
them today are trying to derail Nazi troop
trains, blow up Nazi factories or cut the
throats of Nazi sentries. Under the Ger
man occupation a great many women have
probably changed their opinion that politics
is beyond their domain, their intelligence or
their ability.
We need to know America. We must
understand our institutions and the source
of our liberties. If we want Representative
Democracy, we must understand how it
works. If we want civil and religious lib
erties, we must understand what it means to
safeguard the rights of every American. If
we want free enterprise, we must learn
what makes our industrial wheels go round.
We need to be sure that we know what it is
that we call America, the American Way.
It is very important that the woman of
today should devote herself to guarding not
only the democratic form of government
but the democratic way of life—a way of
life in which there is equality of opportunity
in economics and in our social institutions,
an equality that gives women the right to
do the same kind of work that men do.
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